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pilgrimage td Gaya, stands absolved from all debts due
by him to his forefathers. The God Janarddana stands as
the embodied image of the Pitris at Gaya, and a simple
glance at that lotus-eyed deity, is enough to discharge the
threefold obligation which he has incurred in the capacity
of a son, a created being, and a disciple to a particular sage
or Rishi.

Similarly, by witnessing the images of the gods Rudra,
Kaleshvara and Kedara at Gaya, a man is supposed to pay
off the debts ha owes to his fathers. By seeing the image
of the celestial grandfather at Gaya, a man is absolved from
all sins, whereas by repairing to the presence of the divine
image of the great grandfather at Gaya, a man is sure to enter
the sinless region after death.

The man who approaches in a humble and contrite spirit
the divine image of the mace-bearing deity and devoutly
lays himself prostrate before that best of all male subjects
in the universe, is freed from the cycles of necessary existence
and never reverts to the pangs of mortality after death.

O thou sage among the twice-born ones, the man who visits
the shrines of the god Mounaditya and Kanakarka in a spirit
of devotion, is purged of all sins and is discharged from all
obligations to his fathers. By worshipping the god Brahma
at Gay&, the worshipper is sure to ascend, after death, to the
region presided over by that divinity. The man, who having
performed his daily right of Sandha (recitation of certain
Vedic hymns and verses by a Brahmana at the three divi-
sions of a day) repairs to the divine presence of the imaged
Gayatri at Gaya, acquires the merit of reciting the entire
Vedas through the grace of that benign goddess. Similarly
by resorting, in the noon, to the shrine of the goddess Savitri,
a pilgrim acquires the merit of celebrating a religious sacri-
fice. A visit to the shrine of the goddess Sarasvati in the*
evening, adds to the credit of the votary the merit of making
an unsolicited gift.